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EDUCATION 

B.A., Cornell University, History, 1991                                               
M.A., Princeton University, History, 1995 
   
SPECIALIZED COURSEWORK ON ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS 

Colorado Antiquarian Book Seminar, 2009 

Forty (40) hours of study with several of the leading antiquarian booksellers in the United States, including 
instruction on research and bibliographical description, history of printing, binding styles, and appraisal 
basics, among other topics. 

 

Rare Book School, Charlottesville, VA, 2011 

Reference Sources for Researching Rare Books (30 hours). A systematic introduction to approximately 350 
printed and electronic reference sources for researching rare books and manuscripts, with emphasis on 
sources in the fields of early printed books; British and American literature; historical Americana; voyages 
and travels; maps and atlases; and science and medicine. 

 

California Rare Book School, San Francisco, CA, 2012 

Books of California and the Far West (40 hours). An introduction to the history of the book in California 
and an exploration of classic Western Americana, including bibliography and bibliographers of the West; 
the Zamorano 80; great Western illustrated books; pioneer printing, publishing; and bookselling; early 
libraries and reading in the West; and fine press books and bibliophilic organizations.  

 

Rare Book School, Charlottesville, VA, 2017 

Book Illustration Processes to 1900 (30 hours). Hands-on instruction in the history and identification of 
illustration processes and techniques, including (but not only) woodcut, etching, engraving, stipple, 
aquatint, mezzotint, lithography, wood engraving, steel engraving, process line and halftone relief, 
collotype, photogravure, and color printing.  

 

EXPERIENCE IN THE ANTIQUARIAN BOOK TRADE 

I have been buying and selling scholarly and antiquarian books, manuscripts, and ephemera for 22 years. I 
regularly exhibit at regional and international antiquarian book fairs and issue printed catalogues and e-lists 
on a variety of topics. My special areas of interest include nineteenth-century Americana; California and the 
West; and Exploration and Travel (particularly Africa, South America, the Middle East, and the polar regions), 
but I have worked with fine books in a wide range of subject areas and time periods. I have given a "Book 
Collecting 101" seminar for the general public. I regularly sell books, manuscripts, archives, and ephemera to 
both private customers and academic research institutions and have extensive experience valuing these items 
using auction and library databases, specialized bibliographies, dealer catalogues, and other standard sources.  
  



APPRAISAL EXPERIENCE AND EDUCATION 
 

I apprenticed to one of the leading rare book appraisers in the Los Angeles area, receiving extensive individual 
instruction on issues pertaining to IRS valuation and insurance, estate, donation, and property-disposition 
appraisals. I have conducted paid appraisals both as an associate of this firm and independently, and have 
worked for institutional, municipal, and private clients. Subject matter has included author- and subject-
specific collections (e.g., 700 books on Medieval and Renaissance Art; 1,200 books on fishing; c. 10,000 
American road maps and guides; 500 items on Yellowstone National Park), autograph and manuscript material 
(e.g., a collection of California gold rush-era letters; the family archive of a nineteenth-century Governor of 
California; a collection of letters by important Civil War generals), and mixed collections of collectible 
literature, fine printing, and non-fiction on a range of topics. Past projects include a Fair Market Value 
appraisal of 40 boxes of materials—primarily manuscripts, ephemera, photographs, maps, and plans—relating 
to one of the "Big Four" who built the Central Pacific Railway; an insurance appraisal of a collection of ca. 
2,000 items—primarily fine press books, but also Californiana, Literature, and Early Printing—owned by a 
northern California city; and a collection of more than 3,500 items (letters, documents, photographs, posters, 
campaign literature, and political memorabilia) relating to the career of Richard Nixon and his close 
contemporaries. I have also participated in the loss appraisal of a large gathering of books damaged by fire 
and fire suppression. 
 
I have appraised collections donated to The Huntington Library, Harvard University, Duke University, The 
University of California at Santa Barbara, Claremont College, The University of Wyoming, the University of 
Mississippi, and the Warren G. Harding Presidential Library and Museum, among others.  

 
APPRAISAL COURSEWORK 
 

Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. Appraisers Association of America, Los Angeles, CA, 
2016 (with online updates 2018, 2020, 2022, 2023). Fifteen-hour class, examination and certification of 
compliance through March 2018; followed by 7-hour updates every two years. Currently compliant through 
December  2027. The Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) are the generally accepted 
standards for professional appraisal practice in North America.  
 
Theory and Methodology of Appraisal, October, 2019. Ten-hour seminar created specifically for the 
Antiquarian Booksellers' Association of America by the Appraisers' Association of America. This course was 
intended to provide a fundamental framework to for valuation of books and manuscripts for insurance, estate 
tax, and non-cash charitable donation purposes. Instruction was provided on methods and approaches to 
appraising and the concepts and skills essential to produce complaint appraisal reports.  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & ACTIVITIES 

I am a member of the Antiquarian Booksellers of America (ABAA), International League of Antiquarian 
Booksellers (ILAB), Ephemera Society of America (ESA), Cascade Booksellers Association, and American 
Antiquarian Society. I served four years on the ABAA Board of Governors (including a two-year term as 
Secretary) and three years on the Board of Directors of the Ephemera Society.  

 


